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THE 2019 National Yearling Sale has been consigned to the history 
books and for the third year running, the all-time record was 
bettered.  
This year's renewal witnessed a battle royal between big spenders 
Shadwell and the Hong Kong Jockey Club for a son of champion 
Silvano and when the dust finally settled, trainer Mike de Kock, 
acting on behalf of Sheikh Hamdan's outfit, snared the colt at R9-
million, a new South African record which obliterated the previous 
high of R6-million set by our Dynasty colt set twelve months ago. 
Up to that point, our Captain Al full brother to Captain Splendid 
(pictured above) had led the way after Shadwell bid R4.4-million, 
the second-highest price of the sale. 
Notwithstanding the new sales record, it was tough going for both 
sellers and buyers. Racing is not immune to the impact of a battling 
economy and uncertain political climate and domestic buyers are 
prudent in their spending. Nevertheless, we managed to sell our 
entire draft of 29 lots at an average price of R395,517. 
In addition to the seven figure colt, our Dynasty half-brother to 
Silver Thursday was knocked down to John Freeman for R800,000.  
Whilst none of our sires managed to breach the million Rand 
barrier, Gimmethegreenlight came close when Wicklow Stud's colt 
out of Gr.3 winner Enchanted Kingdom was snapped up by 
Australian-based agent James Bester at R850,000. 
Master Of My Fate too, sold solidly, his highest priced lot receiving 
the thumbs up from Form Bloodstock, who shelled out R600,000 
for our half-brother to stakes winner Queen Forever. Hats off to 
Karoo breeder Schalkie van der Walt after Bass Racing gave 
R575,000 for his Master Of My Fate colt, not surprising, since he is 
related to the outstanding Bass-trained Jet Master siblings Pocket 
Power and River Jetez. 
 

 
Oour R800,000 Dynasty colt sold to John Freeman 
 

 

Form Bloodstock took home Queen Forever's half-brother by 
Master Of My Fate for R600,000 
 

Thank you to all our buyers and the 
very best of luck with your 

Varsfontein purchases 

 

SMILES ALL ROUND 

VARSFONTEIN had the honour of breeding the first local winner 
sired by Distorted Humor's son Flower Alley. 
In a thrilling finish at Turffontein, first crop daughter Keep Smiling 
rallied from off the pace and got up in the shadow of the post to 
deny our homebred Judpot filly Flying High, who looked to have the 
1200m sprint in the bag a furlong from home.  

 
Varsfontein-bred Keep Smiling gets Flower Alley off the mark at 
the expense of our FlyingHigh 
 
Keep Smiling was sold for R575,000 at last year's National Sale to 
Chris van Niekerk and is a half-sister to Lady's Slipper victress 
Queen Forever (Gimmethegreenlight), as well as the R600,000 
Master Of My Fate yearling colt mentioned above.  
Flying High, an own sister to Devon Air winner Maleficent, lost 
nothing in defeat and should not be a maiden for much longer. 
In yet another Varsfontein one-two finish, Van Niekerk's R340,000 
purchase Eden Roc scored a debut victory at the Vaal over the 
stakes-placed Green Laser (Gimmethegreenlight).  By Var, Eden Roc 
is out of Gr.2 Odessa Stud Fillies Championship winner Townsend.    

 

A MIGHTY FINE TREBLE 
WE had a nice run of winners in Varsfontein colours this past 
month, with three of our fillies scoring in the space of just over a 
week. 
At Scottsville, homebred Master Of My Fate filly In The Stars made 
light of a 1200m sprint  contested in driving rain and left her rivals 
trailing by almost five lengths. A three-part sister to Gr.1 winner 
Little Miss Magic, the Dennis Drier-trained filly was scoring for the 
second time and is unlikely to stop here. 
Solemn Promise, a homebred by Judpot out of  Gr.1 winner 
Covenant, took to the Fairview polytrack like the proverbial duck to 
water with a bloodless 3.25- length victory over a mile in just her 
second start since joining the Alan Greeff yard. 
Sail From Seattle filly Captive Lady started her career on a high with 
a gutsy debut victory over 1200m at Turffontein. Trained by Alec 
Laird, she is an own sister to Gr.1 Cape Guineas hero Elusive Gold 
and Listed Stormsvlei Mile victress Seattle Gold.  

 

STOP PRESS   STOP PRESS 

 

 
THIS past weekend saw our trail blazing young stallion MASTER OF 
MY FATE notch up a  fine Graded stakes double. It all started at 
Greyville, where Gr.1-placed Twist Of Fate showed his rivals who's 
boss in the Gr.2 KRA Guineas, leading home Gr.2 winner  National 
Park (Gimmethegreenlight) and the Varsfontein-bred Bunker Hunt 
(Dynasty). Narrowly denied a double, his juvenile son Master Of 
Illusion was beaten a whisker in the Gr.3 Godolphin Barb Stakes.  
At Turffontein, Master Of My Fate juvenile Basadi Faith continued 
on her winning ways with a classy gun to tape victory in the Gr.2 SA 
Nursery. This rising star remains undefeated in four starts! 
Finally, our homebred Captain Al filly  Amy Johnson cracked her 
maiden second time out with a last gasp victory in the Listed Perfect 
Promise Sprint at Kenilworth. She is the first foal out of dual stakes 
winner Touch The Sky, a half-sister to champion Bela-Bela. 

R4.4 MILLION SEAL OF APPROVAL 

 


