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Varsfontein’s Met attack 
Varsfontein will have three strings to its Met bow, 
with CAPTAIN AMERICA and GOLD STANDARD 
joining Bela-Bela in the showpiece event. 
The former will be aiming to build on his third 
place in last year’s race and he enters the 2017 
renewal off a  clear-cut second in the Gr.1 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate.  
Brett Crawford’s six-year-old has put together an 
admirable record in top level company. In addition 
to landing the Gr.1 H F Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut, he was was also runner-up in both the 
Cape Guineas and Cape Derby.  
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Bela-Bela on song for the Met 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

away. 
“We had a few anxious moments but the good 
ones get themselves out of trouble,” Marcus 
commented. “In the end Bela-Bela’s class and 
stamina told.” 
Significantly, Bela is the second Varsfontein winner 
of the race every breeder wants to win. 
In 1976, the Preamble II filly Indira landed the 
coveted event in the colours of Varsfontein 
founder John Kalmanson and she went on to 
become a successful foundation mare for the farm. 
To Mexico II she bred the magnificent filly Marie 
Galante, a dual Gr.1 winner of the SA Fillies Sprint 
and her stakes winning full brothers Crown Agent 
and Rajiv.  

Champion BELA-BELA was the epitome of class in 
the 2017  Gr.1 Maine Chance Paddock Stakes. 
Third in last year’s race, the popular grey downed 
an elite weight-for-age field to double her tally at 
the top level and reserved her place in the line-up 
for next week’s Gr.1 Sun Met. 
In addition, she automatically earned herself an 
entry to the 2017 Breeders Cup Filly & Mare Turf, 
to be  contested at Del Mar in California.  
This was a win full of merit, considering jockey 
Anton Marcus momentarily ran out of running 
room at the top of the straight and elected to take 
the overhead route. Once in full cry, Bela came 
storming up the stand side and surged past leader 
Safe Harbour (Elusive Fort) close home to win going 

The evergreen Varsfontein-bred has also turned 
out to be a wonderful money spinner for 
Mesdames Gurney, Nagle and Sherrell, his latest 
effort pushing his career earnings to just over 
R3,75-million.  
Glen Kotzen-trained Gold Standard rounds out the 
trio of Met contenders for the farm and is the sole 
three-year-old in the line-up. 
Bred by farm manager Carl de Vos and wife 
Amanda, the son of Trippi impressed when a fast-
finishing second in the Gr.1 Grand Parade Cape 
Guineas. It was an excellent Met prep and 
followed on a fine come-from-behind victory in the 
Gr.2 Selangor Cup. 
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Master of My Fate's sales debut 

 

Master of My Fate (Jet Master) has his first yearlings on 

offer this year and he kicks off at the Cape Premier 

Yearling Sale on 21-22 January with 4 individuals, 2 

colts and 2 fillies: 

Lot 24 is filly from Avontuur out of Count The Cash  

(Western Winter), from the famed Let Kiss  family. 

Lot 97 is a filly from The Alchemy, a half-sister to SW 

Pure Power, from the family of champion Flobayou 

Lot 100 is a colt from Lammerskraal, out of SP Keyra 

(Western Winter), from the family of Marinaresco  

Lot 101 is a colt from Normandy and is a half-brother to 

SWs Key Decision (Gr.3) and American Storm  

A Fruitful covering Season 
A busy covering season has finally come to an end and 
we are thrilled that over 90% of our mares conceived, 
notably Gr.1 winner Covenant, who visited Captain Al 
early in the season and is carrying an early August foal. 
We are blessed to count three daughters of our late 
champion Promisefrommyheart amongst our 
broodmare band and all are in foal!  

 

Fidelity has a Dynasty filly foal (pictured above) and is 
now carrying to Silvano; Justthewayyouare has a 
Captain Al colt at foot and is back in foal to him, while 
My Guiding Star returned to Dynasty on the strength of 
the colt she has at foot. 
Secret Mission, the dam of Gr.1 winner Hack Green, 
has his full brother at foot and is back in foal to 
Gimmethegreenlight. Last season’s leading freshman 
sire successfully covered a pair of well-performed 
Judpot maidens which returned to the stud, Double 
Whammy (Gr.3 Diana Stakes and Listed Lady’s 
Pendant) and the dual Listed winner Little Genie. 
We  repeated a number of successful Judpot matings: 
Albizia has a full sister to Gr.1 winner Forest Indigo at 
foot and is again carrying to Judpot, as is Perfect Polly, 
the dam of his Gr.1 victress Along Came Polly. 
Frida is carrying a full sibling to Double Whammy, while  
Kite Runner, the dam of Gr.1 SA Derby second 
Rocketball and the stakes winning filly Maleficent, has 
a beautiful, strong full sister at foot and is again in foal 
to Judpot.  
Dual Gr.3 winner Sunsational is carrying a full sibling to 
Juxtapose. As mentioned in an earlier newsletter, she 
has a gorgeous Var filly at foot (pictured below). 

 

In fact, Judpot was spoilt with some other very well 
connected mares in 2016.  Bela-Bela’s dual stakes 
winning half-sister Touch The Sky (Jet Master), the dam 
of a classy Captain Al filly foal, returned to him, but 
when she did not conceive, she paid Judpot a visit 
towards the end of the season and is now in foal! 
Judpot also covered her close relative, the Gr.3 winner 
Victorian Secret (Captain Al), who has a powerful and 
high quality Master Of My Fate colt at foot. 
 

 
 
 
 

Three Balloons set to soar  
Progressive young stayer Three Balloons is proving to be 

a fine ambassador for his sire Judpot.   

The four-year-old  has caught the eye with some fine 

performances this summer, notably in his last three 

starts, all at stakes level. 

 

Following his fourth place in the Listed Woolavington 

Handicap over 2400m, he missed out on a first stakes win 

when going down by a longhead to Smart Mart in a hard-

fought Kenilworth Handicap over 3200m (pictured 

above), and most recently chased home Royal Badge in 

the Gr.3 Cape Summer Stayers Handicap, where he had  

Smart Mart behind him.   

He is clearly knocking at the door and will be aiming for a 

first stakes success in the Gr.2 Western Cape Stayers on 

Met day, where he will have the services of successful 

French jockey Stéphane Pasquier. 

Foaled and raised at Varsfontein, Three Balloons is out of 

a Montjeu mare from the family of French Derby hero 

and successful sire Hernando and Gr.1 Prix Lupin winner 

Johann Quatz. 

 

 


