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TWO months into the new racing season and 
Gimmethegreenlight is making plenty of noise, to the extent 
that he is currently in second spot on the General Sires List, 
behind only Var and in front of reigning champion Silvano!  
Now a firmly established top-five stallion, he already has 20 
individual winners to his name, amongst which Gr.1-placed 
daughter Rose In Bloom, who kicked off her four-year-old 
campaign in style. Making her Gauteng debut at Turffontein, 
she proved her class to win going away over 1450m and 
should make her presence felt in the spring features. 
 

 
Rose In Bloom flashes her class at Turffontein 
 
First-crop daughter Empire Rising made it back to back 
victories at Durbanville on September 15 and appears to 
have hit her straps at age five! 
Gimmethegreenlight's Gr.1 winner Gunner has also found a 
new lease on life at age five and he too, recently completed 
a double at Greyville. Trainer Paul Gadsby has never lost 
faith in his rejuvenated charge and is confident there are a 
couple more wins in the tank! 
 

Judpot leads the way 
Judpot likewise is firing on all cylinders and is currently the 
country's leading sire by winners to runners with an 
enviable strike rate of 30.5%,! 
Arguably one of his most exciting runners is undefeated 
three-year-old Perfect Peter.  A powerful own brother to 
our champion Along Came Polly, he romped to an 
impressive 4-length win on debut up the Scottsville straight 
and just over three weeks later, followed up with a 
tenacious victory over 1400m in his first start at Greyville. 
Like his sister before him, the bay is trained by Gavin van 
Zyl, who commented afterwards: "A lovely horse, he was all 
heart and will be even better over a mile and further." 
 

 

Talented Perfect Peter now two for two 
 
Van Zyl also trains fellow Varsfontein-bred Don't Look Back, 
a Judpot half-brother to Breeders Guineas victress 
Comebackanddance. He started even-money favourite and 
relished every step of the 1900m trip to break his duck by a 
length and a half at Greyville. 
Yet another impressive maiden winner for Judpot was the 
Dennis Drier-trained Dieci, who dusted her rivals by more 
than three lengths over the Greyville 1000m. 
 

 

Dieci cracks her maiden in style 
 
As expected, Master Of My Fate's first crop runners are 
coming into their own at three, amongst which Dirty Harry, 
who made a vivid impression last week when losing his 
maiden tag at Greyville.  

 
Dirty Harry strolls home in isolated splendour 
 
 
 

 
Stretched beyond a mile for the first time, Yogas Govender's 
charge fully justified his cramped odds when he hacked up 
by 8.50 lengths over 1900m. 
We are hopeful of a number of classic prospects amongst his 
first crop, one of which could be Varsfontein-bred daughter 
In The Stars, who will soon be on a float to Cape Town as 
part of the Drier raiding team. 
Our own Kawakami also looks ultra-progressive. She was all 
heart when she rattled home at Durbanville to get up on the 
line. Twice a winner over 1400m, the manner in which she 
made up ground in the straight suggests she may well relish 
the Guineas mile!  
 

Pietro Mascagni returns with a bang 
To borrow the oft-used phrase that form is temporary while 
class is permanent, Varsfontein-bred Pietro Mascagni made 
a winning return to racing at Turffontein on September 15. 
Last seen out in the Gr.2 Gauteng Guineas when sixth 
behind subsequent Gr.1 SA Classic hero Monks Hood, Sheikh 
Hamdan's four-year-old returned to action as a gelding and  
promptly made up for lost time. Making light weight of top 
weight, he ran on stoutly to score  a  brave victory over 
1450m, whilst conceding the runner-up all of  9.5 kg! 
This was the third success from just six starts for the Silvano 
four-year-old, who no doubt has bigger fish to fry during the 
Highveld Spring/Summer season. 
 

 

Pietro Mascagni makes a winning return under top weight 
 

Duke on an upward spiral 
Trainer Duncan Howells has classic hopes for Varsfontein-
bred Duke Of Spin, a Duke Of Marmalade half-brother to 
East Cape Derby and Lonsdale Stirrup Cup winner Captain 
Splendid (Captain Al). 
Fresh off an all-the-way maiden victory over the Scottsville 
mile, the scopy chestnut gave notice that he too has an 
aptitude for stamina with an impressive post-maiden effort 
at the tricky Pietermaritzburg track. Sent off at cramped 
odds, the colt settled just off the pace and quickened away 
in the straight to record a handsome 2.25-length victory 
over 1950m.   
"He is above average and we are very excited about him," 
Howells remarked. "He has the right temperament, is as 
sound as a bell and all going well, I rate him as a candidate 
for the last two legs of the Gauteng Triple Crown." 
A R1.4 million National Sales graduate, Duke Of Spin is the 
third winner out of Master Of My Fate's stakes winning half-
sister Justthewayyouare. 
 

  

Budding stayer Duke Of Spin follows up on his maiden win 
 

New overseas campaigners 
As part of our long-standing policy to import well-bred fillies, 
we are thrilled to have acquired a pair of yearlings which will 
race in England and Italy respectively before making 
Varsfontein their new home. 
A daughter of Rock Of Gibraltar from the female family of 
Champion sprinter Lit De Justice and Gr.1 winner 
Commander Collins is destined for the stable of well-known 
English trainer Mark Johnston, who achieved a remarkable 
milestone in August when saddling a record 4194th winner 
in Britain. 
Out of the Highest Honor mare Ma Paloma and an own 
sister to a six-time winner, this filly also counts amongst her 
siblings the Gr.2 Prix Noailles and Listed Grand Prix de 
Bordeaux winner Ruwi (Unfuwain), who also placed in a 
string of Graded stakes races.  
As luck would have it, the pedigree received an immediate 
black type boost when the juvenile filly La Feve (out of a 
half-sister to Ma Paloma) recently finished third in 
Longchamp's Gr.3 Prix d'Aumale.  
Siracusa, our Italian purchase, is destined to race in Milan 
and is a daughter of Champion European 3YO and Irish 2000 
Guineas hero Desert Prince.  
From a young and active family, she is a half-sister to the 
smart Italian three-year-old and juvenile Gr.3 winner 
Ipompieridiviggiu (Pastoral Pursuits).  
The filly is just the second foal of her unraced dam, whose 
half-sister, the Gr.3 winner and Italian 1000 Guineas third 
Adamantina (Diktat), produced last year's juvenile stakes 
winner Atiam.  
 
 

Gimmethegreenlight flying 

  


