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FOR the second year in a row, a Varsfontein-consigned yearling set 
a new benchmark at the recent National Sale. 
Twelve months ago, our Var filly Ghaalla made headlines when she 
sold for a record R5 million. This year, history repeated itself as 
Track Attack, our Dynasty half-brother to champion Yorker, 
nudged that record to the new level of R5.2 million. 
Successful bidder Jehan Malherbe of Form Bloodstock confirmed 
that he was acting on behalf of an overseas client and that the colt 
will be trained by Dean Kannemeyer, who of course also put the 
polish on his sire. 
"He was a lovely horse and there was a lot of interest in him, but 
you just never know," said our farm manager Carl de Vos, who bred 
the sale-topping colt. 
Varsfontein co-owner Susan Rowett added: “It was a fantastic 
achievement by Carl and the team to have sold sales record 
breaking yearlings in consecutive years. For Carl to have done this 
with his own yearling is wonderful - and a wonderful way to 
celebrate the Thirtieth Anniversary of his arrival at Varsfontein.  It is 
due recognition of the reputation he has established for himself in 
the industry.” 
The recording-breaking lot was the culmination of a heady sale, 
during which we also sold colts by Captain Al and Silvano for R3.6 
million and R2.8 million respectively. Both colts were signed for by 
World Wide Bloodstock, acting on behalf of Hong Kong-based 
trainer Tony Millard. 
First through the ring and the pricier of the duo was Only One Like 
You, the full brother to dual Gr.3 winner Captain Splendid, out of 
Master Of My Fate’s stakes winning half-sister Justthewayyouare.  
 

 

Destined for Hong Kong are the R3.6 million Captain Al (above) 
and the R2.8 million Silvano colt (below) 

 
 
He was followed four lots later by Kilindini, the Silvano half-
brother to Gr.3-placed Kiss Me Hardy, out of Kiss And Fly, a stakes-
placed Jet Master daughter of champion and four-time Gr.1 winner 
Kiss Of Peace. 
Master Of My Fate proved as popular as ever and his yearlings 
commanded solid prices as there were some outstanding  
individuals this year. Our colt Master Of Illusion, which went the 
way of Nic Jonsson at R900,000. From Bela-Bela’s fabulous female 
line, the colt is out of Victorian Secret, the dual stakes winning own 
sister to star three-year-old Snowdance. 
Australian-based ex pat James Bester gave another of Master’s 
colts the thumbs up when outlaying R600,000 for Policy Target, 
our three-part brother in blood to Gr.1 winner Master Plan. In all,  

 
23 of Master Of My Fate’s youngsters changed hands at an average 
price of R300,000.   
Gimmethegreenlight’s highest priced lot, a colt out of Laisserfaire 
Stakes winner Comtesse Dubois, sold for R900,000 to Hong Kong 
interests.  Gimmethegreenlight enjoyed a solid sale and returned a 
pleasing average of R243,333. 
Susan added:  “There was a wonderful atmosphere of positivity and 
togetherness which was reflected in the statistics. The demand for 
top yearlings was extremely strong and it was good to see younger 
stallions being welcomed to the market.  Also pleasing were the 
number of new syndicates and buyers entering the market, which 
bolstered the middle market.” 
 

A huge thanks to all our buyers and 
the very best of luck with your 

Varsfontein purchases 
 

APRIL A TOUGH MONTH  

ON THE TRACK  

 

 

SA Fillies Classic: Green Top, (left), is caught on the line  
 
THE Sport of Kings revealed its fickle nature this past month, with a 
number of Varsfontein-bred/raised runners having to settle for 
minor places at Graded and Listed level. 
At Turffontein’s stakes rich Classic meeting, Gimmethegreenlight 
missed out on two potential Gr.1 successes. Star colt Surcharge, 
fresh off his second in the Gr.2 Gauteng Guineas, again had to 
contend with a wide draw in the Gr.1 SA Classic where he ran his 
heart out but found one to good for him in the shape of surprise 
winner Lobo’s Legend. 
Brilliant filly Takingthepeace has truly become our Nemesis! In the 
Gr.2 Gauteng Fillies Guineas, she  nabbed our Silver Thursday 
(Silvano) on the line and lo and behold, she did the same to Green 
Top in the SA Fillies Classic.  
Sabina’s Dynasty, foaled and raised on behalf of Michael de 
Broglio, also missed out on a first stakes success. Following a 
pulsating stretch duel, the Dynasty four-year-old went down by a 
shorthead to Al Danza, who subsequently franked that form when 
runner-up to the brilliant mare Nother Russia in the Gr.1 Empress 
Club Stakes. 
Our stallions also sired the placed horses in the Gr.3 Man O’War 
Sprint, with runner-up Down To Zero (Judpot) finishing a head in 
front of Gimmethegreenlight’s daughter Green Plains. 
In the Gr.3 Byerley Turk at Greyville, Judpot three-year-old Sniper 
Shot engaged in a stretch duel with Undercover Agent but in the 
end had to bow to the Cape visitor. 
Finally, Queen Forever rounded out a month of near misses for 
Gimmethegreenlight when she finished second in the Listed East 
Cape Oaks at Fairview.  
Who says racing is an easy game? 
 

 

Sabina’s Dynasty (left) gives her all in the Jacaranda 

Track Attack, you beauty! 

 

  

https://www.racingpost.com/profile/horse/512119/silvano

