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Classic glory just eluded us at Turffontein’s Guineas 
meeting, with Varsfontein-breds having to settle for 
the minor places in both marquee events. 
 
The result of the Gr.2 Gauteng Fillies Guineas proved 
especially heart-breaking, with Silvano filly Silver Thursday 
coming agonisingly close to earning her classic spurs.  
Committed fully 600m from home, the Mike de Kock-trained 
chestnut took the lead and tenaciously repelled all 
challengers in the straight. In fact, she looked to have the 
race in the bag when she was outgunned late by stable 
companion Takingthepeace, who swooped late on her 
outside to take the honours by a neck.  
Varsfontein-bred Green Top (Gimmethegreenlight) 
meanwhile ran the race of her life to finish third in what was 
her first attempt over the mile.  
In the Gr.2 Gauteng Guineas, dual stakes winner 
Surcharge’s 14 draw in a field of 16 was always going to 
impact on his chances  and so it proved.  Dropped right out, 
the son of Gimmethegreenlight had to come from a long 
way back in the straight, yet motored home to snatch 
second on the line. 
Judpot’s son Coral Fever, back in action following his Cape 
trip, completed the hat-trick of seconds when he came with 
a wet sail in the Gr.2 Hawaii Stakes to finish just under a 
length behind the winner Will Pays.  
 

REDEEMER SETS SCOTTSVILLE RECORD 

  

Redeemer’s love affair with Scottsville continues unabated 

 
Varsfontein-bred Redeemer has blossomed into a miler of 
note since relocating to KwaZulu-Natal and that he has taken 
a shine to the Scottsville racetrack would be an 
understatement.  
Trained by Brett Crawford for the Sherrells, the four-year-
old has yet to taste defeat  at the Pietermaritzburg track 
since opening his KZN account over a mile in December.  
He followed up a month later with a 6.25 length romp over 
the course and distance, while setting a new track record! 
Most recently, he turned in another demolition job and 
powered home to cross the finish line just under seven 
lengths clear of his field.  
An own brother to dual Gr.1 winner Captain America, 
Redeemer is out of stakes-placed Requista, who also bred 
Gr.3 winner Aquitaine (Al Mufti). Sadly, the daughter of Fort 
Wood died early last year, but she has left us a Judpot filly, 
which is now a yearling. 
 

FOURTH WINNER FOR MASTER OF MY FATE 

 
Master Keys wins on debut 

 
Master Of My Fate was represented by a fourth first crop winner 

when his daughter Master Keys scored first time out at Scottsville. 
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Trained by Nathan Kotzen, the bay made a massive first impression 

as she stormed home to post a 1.75 length debut win over 1200m. 

She looks a really smart sort in the making and is another fine 

advert for her promising young sire. 

The filly also made history as the first yearling to be bred and sold 

by a black female breeder, the businesswoman Nothemba Mlonzi. 

She consigned Master Keys under her Mwetwood Stud at the 2017 

National Yearling Sale, where the filly sold for R100,000.   

Currently the Leading First Crop Sire by winners, Master Of My 

Fate’s previous winners include the Joey Ramsden duo Twist Of 

Fate and Lucky Dancer. 

Master Of My Fate has 25 impressive yearlings on the 2018 

Emperors Palace National Yearling Sale in April, amongst which are 

a half-sister to Gr.1 performer Kilcoy Castle, a colt out of 

Snowdance’s stakes winning own sister Victorian Secret, a three-

part brother to Gr.1 Champions Cup winner Master Plan, a three-

part brother to Gr.1-placed Master Switch and a half-brother to 

Gr.2 Charity Mile winner Bezanova. 
 

OUR STALLIONS ARE ON A ROLL 
Fellow Varsfontein stallions Judpot and 
Gimmethegreenlight are likewise firing on all cylinders . 
The former, an Equus Outstanding Stallion, has enjoyed a 
particularly fine spell of late, siring no less than 7 winners 
over a ten-day period, prime amongst which was Sniper 
Shot’s fluent victory over older rival Black Cat Back in the 
Fever Tree  Stakes, a non-black type feature at Scottsville. 
The three-year-old, a smart performer at two when third in 
the Gr.3 Umkhomazi Stakes, was bred by the Birch Brothers 
out of the stakes-placed Rich Man’s Gold mare Seven Veils.   
 

 

Judpot’s smart three-year-old son Sniper’s Shot 

Another to impress was juvenile daughter Nous Voila, a 
facile debut winner at Kenilworth for the Bass-Robinson 
stable. Bred in the purple, out of a Street Cry daughter of 
French champion juvenile Denebola, she was foaled and 
raised at Varsfontein and is already spoken of as a likely 
candidate for the Allan Robertson!  
In addition to the black type efforts by Surcharge and Green 
Top, Gimmethegreenlight subsequently weighed in with 
quick-fire double from a pair of debut juvenile winners. 
Inauguration (out of a Judpot mare!) won over 1400m at 
Greyville and 48 hours later, Green Haze (dam a Western 
Winter own sister to Horse of the Year Yard-Arm) blitzed up 
the Vaal straight to win by a clear margin. 
 

EUROPEAN UPDATE 
Cosmica Sidera, our stakes-placed daughter of Galileo, has been 

retired and was covered on March 6 by exciting your stallion 

Wootton Bassett, sire of 2016 European Champion three-year-old 

Almanzor. 

Three-year filly On My Mind (High Chaparral), who ran a sparkling 

second on debut last November, has wintered well and has  been 

entered by her trainer David Smaga in French Gr.1 filly races - 

including the prestigious Prix Saint Alary won by her sister Fidelite. 

Our three juvenile fillies purchased on the Goffs Orby Sale have 

been named and broken in.   

Hazaragula (Tagula x Hazarayna) is in Ireland with Ger Lyons, who 

reports : "Very straightforward filly … everything seems easy for 

her.  We will continue to step up every week from now on.  I like 

her."  Hazaragula is from the family of Champion three-year-old 

Harzand. 

The other two fillies were broken in at Haras du Buff and are now 

with David Smaga in Chantilly.  Kerdassa (Mastercraftsman x 

Renowned) is from the family of champion Mark Of Esteem as well 

as Local Talent and Local Suitor.  The Champs Elysees filly out of 

Intricate Design, from the family of Jack Naylor and Gr.1 winner 

Wandesta, has been named Redesign.  

Close, but no Classic Cigar 

 

  


