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“He looks the goods, he could just be the goods”, exclaimed 
commentator Alistair Cohen, following Surcharge’s brilliant 
come from behind victory in Turrfontein’s Gr.3 Tony Ruffel 
Stakes. 
 

THE Varsfontein Stud-bred son of Gimmethegreenlight 
has the classics firmly in his sight following a rousing 
victory in this precursor to the Gr.2 Gauteng Guineas. 
Languishing at the back early on, Surcharge had it all to do 
at the top of the straight, but the handsome colt turned 
on the turbo boosters to power past Sir David Baird close 
home for a widening half-length victory.  
The colt built on an impressive win in the Listed 
Secretariat Stakes on December 3, and has now won five 
of seven starts. 
Surcharge is the fourth foal out of our English import 
Congestion Charge (Diktat), who hails from the sire-
producing family of Milly Moss, ancestress of the stallions 
Count Dubois, Imperial Stride and Daggers Drawn. 
Needless to say, Congestion Charge has returned to 
Gimmethegreenlight after foaling an Oratorio filly in 
November. Her yearling colt, a full-brother to Surcharge, 
is part of our National Yearling Sale draft.  

 

FINE START TO THE NEW YEAR 
THE new year started in glamorous fashion with the 
sumptuous L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate Festival and 
for us, the highlight was undoubtedly Captain 
America’s superb effort in the marquee event, where 
the Varsfontein-bred bay came agonisingly close to 
spoiling Legal Eagle’s hat-trick party.  
On the lead from the word go, the strapping bay was 
well clear of his exalted rival approaching the final 
furlong and it was only in the shadow of the post that 
he was subdued by the dual Horse of the Year.  To his 
credit, Captain America never let up and was only 
robbed of a successive runner-up spot when nabbed on 
the line by Copper Force. 
On the first day of the Festival, Gimmethegreenlight’s 
three-year-old daughter Rose In Bloom and 
Varsfontein-bred Princess Peach (Captain Al) filled 
second and third respectively in the Gr.2 Sceptre 
Stakes.  
Congratulations to Brian and Kay Finch, whose Rose 
In Bloom has done them proud and went on to lift her 
first Gr.1 black type when third in the Klawervlei 
Majorca Stakes at the Met meeting. 
Adding to the black type tally, the following day’s Gr.3 
Politician Stakes went the way of Doublemint (Twice 
Over). Foaled and raised at Varsfontein on behalf of 
Alec and Gillian Foster, he is the latest graded stakes 
winner bred and raced by the UK-based couple. 

 

 
Doublemint cracks the Politician for the Fosters 
 
Varsfontein-bred Gr.3 winner Captain Splendid, 
whose dam is a half-sister to Master Of My Fate, also 
weighed in with another stakes place when third in the 
Gr.3 Chairman’s Cup. 

 

GAUTENG BLACK TYPE EFFORTS 
At Turffontein, Judpot’s Gr.3 winning son Coral Fever 
geared up for a lucrative autumn season with a 
creditable third in the Gr.3 London News Stakes. This 
was his third graded stakes place in a row and came on 
the back of two splendid efforts: a narrow, shorthead 
defeat in the Gr.2 Victory Moon Handicap and a third 
in the Gr.1 Sansui Summer Cup. 
Frederico’s Dream, a three-year-old daughter of 
Gimmethegreenlight, also earned her first black type 
when second, beaten a mere bob of the head, in the 
Listed Swallow Stakes at Turffontein.  

 

QUICK DOUBLE FOR MASTER OF MY 
FATE 
 

 
 
MASTER Of  My Fate has made a tremendous start to his 
stud career, siring two first-crop winners in the space of 
just a week, both for trainer Joey Ramsden.  
Twist Of Fate became our young stallion’s first winner 
with a smart debut win up the Kenilworth straight. Bred 
by the Favour Stud, the colt showed good pace before 
quickening up nicely and stayed on to break his maiden by 
a length and a half. Only a shorthead robbed him of black 
type when he ran fourth in the Listed Tattersalls Summer 
Juvenile Stakes on Met day. 
Barely a week later, Master Of My Fate notched up his 
second first crop winner when Martin Wickens and Gisela 
Burg’s colt Lucky Dancer improved on a debut fourth to 
win second time out up the Kenilworth straight. Bred by 
the Finches, he is out of the stakes-placed Tiger Ridge 
mare Shedrivesmecrazy. 
At the time of writing, Master Of My Fate has been 
represented by just four first crop runners, three of which 
have either won or finished in the money.  
While his dam Promisefrommyheart was a juvenile stakes 
winner, Master Of My Fate missed out on a two-year-old 
campaign due to a serious injury.  
That he is getting two-year-old winners this early, 
certainly bodes well for his future as a stallion. The 
feedback from trainers is that his progeny have wonderful 
flowing action and to quote syndicate manager John 
Freeman: “They run as good as they look! I would not be 
at all surprised if Varsfontein have another Champion 
Freshman Sire in their barn.” 
 

SUCCESS IN THE SALES RING 
At the recent Cape Premier Yearling Sale, respected 
international buyer Barry Irwin outlayed just over a 
million Rand on a pair of Gimmethegreenlight fillies.  
The principal of renowned international racing outfit 
Team Valor International, Irwin has enjoyed 
tremendous success with South African-bred fillies, 
notably Varsfontein-bred stakes winner Secret Heart, 
the dam of his Breeders Cup Juvenile Turf hero Pluck. 
A long-standing admirer of South African stock, Irwin 
struck early in the sale when going to R650,000 for 
Nadeson Park’s daughter of Gr.2 Tibouchina Stakes 
winner and Gr.1 Golden Slipper runner-up Fragrant Al 
(Captain Al). 
“She had the most substantial frame of any filly I saw at 
the sale,” Irwin enthused about his purchase, who is 
bred on the same cross as her sire’s Gr.1 winning son 
Gunner. 
Irwin returned on the second day to snap up the filly 
out of juvenile stakes winner Country Girl for 
R400,000. She too was consigned by Nadeson Park. 
Irish agents Mick Flanagan and Ross Doyle likewise 
dipped into the Gimmethegreenlight well, paying 
R525,000 for a Highlands’ smart colt out of Gr.1-placed 
stakes winner Las Ramblas. 
Judpot’s single lot, a Lammerskraal-consigned 
grandson of Majorca victress Trojan Belle, was 
knocked down to trainer Geoff Woodruff for 
R300,000. 
 

Surcharge stakes his classic claims 

 

  


