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VARSFONTEIN-breds dominated the finish to the Secretariat 

Stakes at Turffontein with Gimmethegreenlight three-year-old 

Surcharge leading home former paddock mate Harlan County. 

A horrendous wide draw had scuppered the winner’s hopes of a 

handsome first-place cheque in last month’s Emperors Palace 

Ready To Run Cup, however, everything came together in this 

Listed event. Having to concede weight to the entire field, Ian 

van Schalkwyk’s handsome colt hit the front 300m out and in a 

rousing finish, held the persistent challenge of Harlan County, to 

whom he was 8 kg. In fact, Surcharge only hit top gear when the 

race was over, which prompted commentator Alistair Cohen to 

remark: “Lerena could only pull him up on the backstretch!” 

Winning trainer Stuart Pettigrew has never made a secret of his 

high regard for Surcharge and added: “You haven’t seen the best 

of this horse, wait till he goes 1800m/2000m, you are going to 

see something really special!” 

According to Pettigrew, future targets for Surcharge include the 

Gr.2 Gauteng Guineas in February 2018 and the Gr.1 SA Classic 

in March.  

“We‘ll nominate him for the Sea Cottage Stakes in  

January to keep him ticking over. At this stage the Derby  

is not an option, it depends on what he shows us,” he said. 

Surcharge is the fourth foal from our imported Diktat mare 

Congestion Charge, who hails from the sire-producing family of 

Milly Moss, ancestress of the stallions Count Dubois, Imperial 

Stride and Daggers Drawn 

Hats off to runner-up Harlan County, who runs in the buttercup 

yellow silks of trainer Gavin van Zyl’s wife Sharon. The Pathfork 

half-brother to Gr.1 winner Little Miss Magic  (Jet Master) 

earned his first black type fresh out of the maiden ranks and 

looks set to build on this fine effort. 

 

FARSIGHTED POLICY REWARDED 

 
Bi Pot just fails to peg back Nother Russia in the Ipi Tombe 

 
THE VICTORY of Surcharge in the Secretariat Stakes and 
homebred Bi Pot’s cracking second in the Gr.2 Ipi Tombe 
when running Gr.1 winner Nother Russia to a diminishing 
long head, give credence to Varsfontein Stud’s long-standing 
policy of importing well-bred fillies, which eventually 
enhance the gene pool of our broodmare band. 
Darshaan mare Alexandra Bi, the dam of Bi Pot, has done 
sterling duty as a broodmare, her seven stakes performers 
also including international stakes winners Alexandra Rose 
and Alexandra Palace, whilst we have also bred Judpot’s 
Gr.1 winner Forest Indigo from her Fort Wood daughter 
Albizia. 
Remarked Varsfontein co-owner Susan Rowett: “It’s hard 
work trying to make a family from afresh with just one mare, 
and while I suppose most of our imports have had limited 
success, we have had great success with a few. Currently, we 
have a number of young imported mares at Varsfontein and 
we are hopeful they will make the grade!”  
Varsfontein founder Anthony Kalmanson started the 
exercise in the Seventies with fillies that he had bought and 
ridden himself, one of which being Lucky Libra. Twice a 
winner in Britain, she has left a lasting legacy as the dam of 
three black type horses which includes Gr.1 winner and 
successful broodmare Enchanting, from whom descend 
superior runners Harry's Charm, National Currency, 
Enchantress, O Caesour and Laverna. 
The Eighties saw Mrs Kalmanson send out her homebred 
French filly Riding Light. By Top Ville, she is out of the top 
filly Flash On which her husband had raced in France. The 
dam of Gr.2 winner Cruise Collection and Listed stakes 
winner Dacha, Riding Light is also the grandam of dual Gr.1 
winner Captain America and the Graded stakes winners 
Aquitaine and Pirate’s Gold.  
Susan and her brother John have carried on their parents’ 
fine tradition. In the last three years, the European sales of 
fillies for stud have boomed, making it difficult to find value 
buys. Nevertheless, John and Susan spotted opportunities in 
the European yearling market to buy well-bred fillies and so, 
after a gap of some twenty years, the Kalmanson family 
returned to racing in France.  This was with the well-related  
Galileo filly Cosmica Sidera, who earned that all-important 
black type by running second in the Listed Prix du Grand 
Camp at Lyon.  Twice a  winner, the full sister to Gr.3 Chester 
Vase hero and Gr.1 Irish Derby third Orchestra, has now 
been retired and will board at Haras de Buff. 
“She is from a really top and outstanding family so we have 
decided to breed with her in France and she will be covered in 
2018 by Wootton Bassett,” Susan remarked. “The long term 
intention will be to bring out her daughters to Varsfontein.” 
John was present when juvenile filly On My Mind recently 
ran an eye-catching second on her racecourse debut at 
Chantilly. Beautifully related, she is a High Chaparral half- 
 

 
sister to Gr.1 Prix Saint-Alary victress Fidelite (In The Wings), 
out of a half-sister to Gr.1 Irish Derby hero Winged Love. 
As yet unraced, the two-year-old Talk Posh, by magnificent 
Australian champion So You Think, is a half-sister to Gr.2 
winner Galeota, who also ran second in the Gr.1 Golden 
Jubilee. 
For the first time, Varsfontein will have a horse in training in 
Ireland. Trainer Ger Lyons has been given a Tagula half-sister 
to an Australian Gr.1 performer, out of Hazarayna, whose 
half-sister Hazariya produced English and Irish Derby hero 
Harzand (Sea The Stars).   
A pair of French-based yearlings are currently being broken 
in at Haras de Buff, a Champs Elysees filly closely related to 
his Irish Oaks runner-up Jack Naylor, and a Mastercraftsman 
half-sister to an Italian stakes winner, out of an own sister to 
Gr.1 2000 Guineas winner and successful sire Mark Of 
Esteem. 
 

 
Cosmica Sidera arrives at her new home, Haras de Buff  
 

 
NEW ADDITIONS BOOST OUR 
BROODMARE BAND 
WE welcomed no less than 23 maiden mares to our 
broodmare band this season, with the undoubted pride of 
place going to our champion Bela-Bela. We are thrilled to 
report that she is in foal to Gimmethegreenlight on a 
September 2 cover.  
Gimme’s high-class harem also includes our homebred 
stakes winner Polyphonic (Judpot), winner of last 
season’s Gr.2 Gerald Rosenberg and Jacaranda Handicap, 
as well as Gr.1 Cape Guineas third Taffety Tart, a Trippi 
own sister to Gr.2 winner Punk Rocker. The young import 
Front Club, an Irish-bred daughter of Fastnet Rock out of 
a Darshaan mare, has also been tested in foal to Gimme. 
 

Champion Bela-Bela is in foal to Gimme 

 
This season sees the eagerly awaited racetrack debut of 
the first progeny by our exciting homebred  Master Of My 
Fate. HIs popularity has guaranteed him a full book, 
despite this being the dreaded fourth season. 
We are sending him eight maiden mares, amongst which 
are Bi-Pot’s stakes winning half-sister Alexa (Caesour) and 
two daughters of Judpot: stakes-placed seven-time 
winner Crackpot and Forbidden Duel, a grandaughter of 
brilliant racemare Olympic Duel. Also set to visit the son 
of Jet Master are Gr.1 winner King Of Spain’s own sister 
Giveusakiss (Greys Inn); Possibly Me, a Captain Al half-
sister to Gr.1 winner Talahatchie; and Summer Cruise, a 
stakes-placed daughter of much-missed Sail From Seattle. 
Already pronounced in foal is Destiny Dancer (What A 
Winter), a three-parts sister in blood to Champion Miler 
Capetown Noir. 
Gimmethegreenlight’s winning daughter Aunt Polly is in 
foal to Judpot, who of course is the sire of her Gr.1 
winning half-sister Along Came Polly. 
A number of our maiden mares visited outside stallions 
amongst which are Double Whammy’s Judpot half-sister 
Cherry Jubilee, now in foal to Galileo’s son The United 
States; Miss Einstein, a Var half-sister to the Gr.2 Post 
Merchants winners Royal IQ and Mentor, visited 
Visionaire; while Our Lady Peace, a Horse Chestnut half-
sister to Gr.1 Summer Cup hero Wagner and recent Hong 
Kong Gr.3 winner Nassa, is carrying her first foal to Ideal 
World. Silvery Dream, a Silvano half-sister to Gr.1 winner 
Eyes Wide Open, is in foal to Galileo’s son Global View, 
while Duke Of Marmalade successfully covered Hidden 
Gem, a young Judpot mare from our Secret Pact family.  
All in all, there’s plenty to look forward to in 2018! 
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