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Three on the trot for exciting Surcharge 
 
It’s no secret that every breeder strives to produce a 
classic winner, hence we are thrilled and excited that a 
number of Varsfontein-breds look set to make their 
presence felt in this season’s classics.  
Gimmethegreenlight colt Surcharge gave weight and a 
sound beating to older horses over the Vaal 1400m strip 
when completing a hat-trick of wins from just four runs, a 
rare feat by a three-year-old this early in the season. 
Trainer Stuart Pettigrew hasn’t been this excited about a 
horse since the run-up to the 2004 Summer Cup in which 
he saddled Tyson to victory. “Surcharge is a smart horse, 
at this early stage I rate him one of the best I’ve trained, 
and he’ll be even better when he goes over 1800m.”  
Pettigrew and owner Ian van Schalkwyk liked Surcharge 
as a yearling and bought him for R200,000 from the 2016 
National Sale. “He’s got the most beautiful walk,” 
Pettigrew explained when asked why he picked the colt. 
“He walks like a leopard and runs like a cheetah!”  
Surcharge is the fourth foal from our imported Diktat 
mare Congestion Charge, who hails from the sire-
producing family of Milly Moss, ancestress of the stallions 
Count Dubois, Imperial Stride and Daggers Drawn. 
 

 
Silver Thursday scores for the second time 
 
Amongst the fillies, Mike de Kock-trained Silver 
Thursday, an impressive winner on debut, notched up her 
second career victory when easily justifying favouritism in 
a Turffontein 1450m progress plate for sophomore fillies. 
She subsequently endorsed her classic intentions with a 
barnstorming third in the Gr.3 Princess Charlene Starling 
Stakes over 1400m, a distance now short of her best. 
A daughter of champion sire Silvano, Silver Thursday cost 
her owners Mauritzfontein, Maine Chance Farms and Mrs 
John Magnier R1,300,000 at the 2016 National Yearling 
Sale. She is out of Listed Syringa Handicap winner Secret 
Obsession, a Captain Al half-sister to Golden Slipper 
winner Princess Sassi. 
At Greyville, the KZN Fillies Guineas Trial proved a one-
two triumph for the farm, with Hashtagyolo leading home 
fellow Varsfontein-bred Fiorella. 

 
Back-to-back victories for Hashtagyolo  
 
A giant daughter of Dynasty trained by Dean 
Kannemeyer, Hashtagyolo followed up on an impressive 
debut victory at Scottsville and was never headed, 
galloping on strongly against the inside rail to win by two 
lengths.  
A R1.1 million National Yearling Sale graduate, 
Hashtagyolo races for Tinus Gericke and KwaZulu-Natal 
breeder Bruce le Roux. Her dam, the winning Jallad mare 
My Guiding Star, is a half-sister to Master Of My Fate and 
is out of our champion Promisefrommyheart. 
 

GIMME FILLIES SHOW THEIR CLASS 

A pair of stakes performed Gimmethegreenlight fillies 
continued to add to their sire’s standing this past month. 
Classic winner Gimme Six opened her four-year-old 
campaign with an eye-catching black-type effort when 
runner-up in the Gr.3 Diana Stakes at Durbanville. 
Sharing weight with Judpot’s Gr.1 performed daughter 
Final Judgement, she produced a withering run to chase 
home winner Goodtime Gal, who had stolen a march on 
her field. 
Gimme Six rated amongst the top sophomore fillies last 
season when successful in both the Gr.2 Daisy Fillies 
Guineas and Gr.3 Umzimkhulu Stakes, in addition to 
which she was runner-up in the Gr.1 Woolavington 2000. 

Brian and Kay Finch’s Rose In Bloom likely stamped her 
ticket to the Gr.1 Fillies Guineas with a creditable third in 
a high-class renewal of the Gr.2 Western Cape Fillies 
Championship. Successful in last season’s Irridescence 
Stakes, she had champion juvenile Lady In Black and 
stakes winner Meryl finish behind her. 
 

FURDY A CREDIT TO HIS PROFESSION 

 
 
The success of any equine breeding business depends on 
its ability to keep mares and foals healthy. As such, stud 
grooms play an indispensable role as caretakers, one of 
which is our own Furdy Swartbooi, pictured above. 
Having grown up in a disadvantaged and gang-riddled 
community in the Worcester district, Swartbooi arrived at 
Varsfontein just after finishing high school and through 
hard work and dedication, has become a devoted stud 
groom.  
Varsfontein is pro-active in educating and uplifting its 
staff and had no hesitation in nominating him to the 
industry co-operative, funded through the Department of 
Trade and Industry.  
The co-op has the full support of the TBA, as it not only 
encourages the improvement of the Thoroughbred in 
South Africa, it also opens doors to a brighter future for 
the previously disadvantaged members of our 
community. 
After successfully completing a minimum of three training 
modules, he has achieved the highest level of 
qualification and now serves as the youngest member and 
leader of the co-operative – a group of independent stud 
grooms who possess the potential to invest in their own 
stock, which can be auctioned on for profit.  
Commenting on finding his passion, Swartbooi says: “I can 
still remember the first day that I arrived at Varsfontein 
and had to learn to deliver a foal! Since then, I have come 
to understand the importance of our role within the 
breeding industry.” 
 

NEW ARRIVALS … 

October has been a busy month on the farm and at the 
time of writing, our 2017 crop has grown to 84 foals, 
made up of 40 colts and 44 fillies.  
As  we wait for the last 17 mares to foal down, we 
showcase some of our more prominent arrivals. Could we 
be looking at a future champion, a classic winner 
perhaps?  
 

 
This classy Silvano filly is out of Master Of My Fate’s half-
sister Fidelity, whose Var yearling filly sold for a record R5 
million at this year’s National Sale 
 

 
This strapping Captain Al colt, a half-brother to Gr.1-
placed Varallo, is out of our Gr.1 winner Covenant 
 

 
A colt by Judpot out of Victorian Secret, the stakes 
winning full-sister to exciting Snowdance, the likely Gr.1 
Fillies Guineas favourite following a comprehensive romp 
in the Gr.2 Western Cape Fillies Championship 

Classic aspirations 

 

  


