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IN the wake of a rich haul of stakes success during the 
past Highveld season, we received the accolade of 
Breeder Of The Season at the Racing Association 
Highveld awards dinner. 
No less than five stakes winners carried the Varsfontein 
flag with distinction, the first of which was three-year-
old DOOSRA (Captain Al), who took the Gr.3 Graham 
Beck Stakes at the expense of subsequent Gr.1 SA 
Classic winner, Heavenly Blue. 
Gimmethegreenlight filly GREEN PEPPER, a descendant 
of our foundation mare Kendal Green, racked up two 
stakes wins in the space of just two weeks. After scoring 
a commanding victory in the Listed Gardenia Stakes, she 
progressed to graded level with an equally impressive 
2.25-length score in the Gr.3 Magnolia Handicap.  
Judpot’s daughter POLYPHONIC, an unlucky second in 
the Gr.2 Ipi Tombe Challenge, deservedly tasted black 
type success when landing the Listed Jacaranda 
Handicap. She then stepped up another gear to take the 
Gr.2 Gerald Rosenberg Stakes in tenacious fashion.  
Three-year-old PAGODA proved a revelation during the 
season. The son of Mogul sauntered home in the Listed 
Derby Trial and franked that form when runner-up in the 
Gr.1 Derby proper. 
Caesour filly ALEXA set the seal on our splendid Highveld 
season with a storming victory in the Listed Syringa 
Handicap. In addition, there were Gr.1 efforts from 
Judpot filly Bi Pot (3rd SA Classic) and Jet Master’s son 
Master Switch. He ran third in the Sansui Summer Cup 
won by paternal half-brother Master Sabina, who was 
raised at Varsfontein on behalf of owner Michael de 
Broglio. 

 

AYE AYE CAPTAIN 
VARSFONTEIN-bred Captain Splendid bounced back 
to top form with a gutsy victory in Greyville’s 
Lonsdale Stirrup Cup, his second at Gr.3 level. 
Justin Snaith’s four-year-old moved into the lead 
approaching the final furlong and landed the 2400m 
event by a cosy half length. 
A rare staying son of Captain Al, Fred Crabbia’s four-
year-old is a classic winner of the Gr.3 East Cape 
Derby and also finished second in the Gr.3 Algoa 
Cup. 

 
 

 
Captain Splendid lands the Lonsdale Stirrup Cup 
 
A third-generation Varsfontein-bred, he hails from a 
distinguished branch of the famed Soho Secret family  
through her stakes winning daughter Secret Pact,  an 
own sister to Horse of the Year London News.  
He is the first foal of Master Of My Fate’s Fort Wood 
half-sister Justthewayyouare, who counted the 
Listed Spook Express Handicap amongst her four 
wins.  
Their dam, champion racemare 
Promisefrommyheart, is a half-sister to Gr.1 
Majorca winner Covenant and to Secret Heart, the 
stakes winning dam of Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf 
winner and young Australian-based stallion Pluck.  
Covenant recently added to the family fortunes when 
her juvenile son Varallo ran a gallant second in the 
Gr.1 Tsogo Sun Gold Medallion at Scottsville. 
A fluent winner of his first two starts, the Var colt lost 
his unbeaten record with a below par third on April 
30, but flashed his talent in this Gr.1 juvenile event, 
where only boom colt Sand And Sea proved his 
superior. 

 
ALEXA ADDS TO CAESOUR LEGACY 

 
 
HOMEBRED ALEXA (above), produced a terrific late 
burst to snatch victory on the line in the R150,000 
Listed Syringa Handicap at Turffontein.  
Like so many top fillies before her, she is by our former 
stalwart stallion Caesour, who died in 2013.  
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Interestingly, on the same afternoon, five-time winner 
Hostwin Galaxy (Redoute’s Choice) a son of Alexa’s 
Gr.1-winning own sister Alexandra Rose, ran a 
cracking third in the Gr.1 Chairman’s Challenge Cup 
in Macau. 
Alexa is the seventh stakes performer out of our grand 
Irish import Alexandra Bi. A dual winner in Italy, the 
daughter of Darshaan was purchased for us by 
Alexandra Scrope at the Tattersalls December Sales for 
56,000 guineas. Immediately after being knocked down 
to us, she was found to windsuck, which had not been 
announced.  Fortunately, we did not cancel the sale but 
instead negotiated a discount and brought her to 
Varsfontein. She stopped windsucking the moment she 
landed in South Africa and has proved a huge success, 
establishing a fantastic family! 
In addition to Alexa and Alexandra Rose, Alexandra Bi 
has produced Gr.1-placed stakes winner Pavlovich 
(Soviet Star), Listed stakes winner Alexandra Palace 
(Jet Master), Gr.3-placed Masterly (Jet Master), stakes-
placed Alesandria (Fort Wood) and this season’s Gr.1 
SA Fillies third, Bi Pot (Judpot).  
Significantly, her Fort Wood daughter Albizia is 
following in her dam’s footsteps as a Gr.1 producer. She 
has bred Judpot’s first-crop son Forest Indigo, winner 
of the Gr.1 Durban Golden Horseshoe. 
 

JUDPOT JUVENILES DELIVER 
BI POT is testament of Judpot’s ability as a top sire and 
together with Gr.2 winner Final Judgement, Listed 
stakes winner Maleficent and Gr.3-placed 
Timedtoperfection, hails from his comparatively small 
crop of three-year-olds.  
Judpot is now racking up the juvenile winners with his 
largest crop of juveniles to date and not surprisingly, he 
has reclaimed his position amongst the top ten sires of 
two-year-olds. No doubt he will add to his tally in the 
final two months of the current racing season.  

 
GIMME'S STATURE KEEPS GROWING 

 
 
THE latest NHRA stats are a clear indication of Gimme’s 

ever-increasing accomplishments.  

By far the leading second crop sire, he is the third 

leading sire of both juveniles and three-year-olds.  

Even more impressive is his seventh position on the 

General Sires List, a phenomenal achievement 

considering he has just two crops at the track!  

Gimme's tally of 5 individual stakes winners gives him  

5.3% black type winners to runners, just behind the 

three powerhouse stallions Dynasty (6.1%), Captain Al 
(6.0%), Silvano (5.8%) and significantly ahead of the 

likes of past-season Champion Sire Trippi (3.0%), Var 

(2.0%), Querari (2.5%) and Ideal World (3.7%)." 

A diminishing head was all that separated Gimme from 

siring his second Gr.1 winner when Gr.2 Daisy Fillies 

Guineas victress Gimme Six just failed to peg back Lady 

Of The House at the end of a bruising Woolavington 

2000 tussle.  

Gimme Six can be considered a tad unlucky as the 

winner shifted ground under pressure in the closing 

stages to the point that jockey Anthony Delpech had 

difficulty using his whip. With other big race options 

open to her, Gimme Six could still go all the way this 

season.  

 

 
Gimme Six (blue silks), unlucky in defeat 
 
Talented sophomore Loadshedder is another candidate 

likely to add his name to Gimme’s growing list of stakes 

winners. Runner-up in both the Gr.3 Winter Guineas 

and Classic, his storming run from off the pace in the 

Classic rates him a live prospect for the Gr.3 Winter 

Derby at Kenilworth on June 24. 

As for the juvenile list, Gimmethegreenlight’s second 

crop winners currently place him behind only Var and 

Sail From Seattle and ahead of eight-time champion 

juvenile sire, Captain Al. 

His juvenile daughter Green Plains was voted the 

Highveldt’s champion juvenile filly, having landed both 

the Gr.2 SA Fillies Nursery and Gr.3 Pretty Polly Stakes. 

She is also became the first Gr.1 performer amongst her 

sire’s juvenile runners with her fine second in the 

prestigious Allan Robertson Championship at 

Scottsville. 

While Green Plains leads the way amongst Gimme’s 11 

individual juvenile winners to date, Joey Ramsden’s 

Rose In Bloom also shapes as a future stakes winner. 

Third in the Listed Perfect Promise Sprint, she notched 

up her second black type place when a close runner-up 

in the Listed Kenilworth Fillies Nursery. 

Also worthy of mention is the fine debut performance 

by London Secret just 24 hours later. Starting favourite, 

Hassen Adams’ imposing bay duly trotted up over 

1160m at Turffontein, scoring by more than two lengths.  


