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THE 2017 National Yearling Sale proved a momentous 
occasion for Varsfontein Stud. GODDESS VAR (Lot 395), a 
filly by Var from our celebrated Secret Pact family , 
provided the fireworks when she was knocked for R5 
million, surpassing the previous sales record of R4.75 
million set in 2015. 
Jehan Malherbe, bidding on behalf of Shadwell South 
Africa, won the battle for the athletic bay, who is 
destined for the Mike de Kock stable. 
“A filly fit for Shadwell,” the maestro trainer remarked, 
“she was just outstanding.” 
As visiting auctioneer Steve Davis announced when the 
filly stepped into the ring: “this probably is right now the 
best female line in your stud book” and rightly so.  
Goddess Var is the first foal of Captain Al mare Fidelity, a 
winning daughter of our homebred champion 
Promisefrommyheart. Remarkably, she is only the third 
filly we have sold from this celebrated family, one of 
which, Secret Heart, produced Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Turf winner and promising young Australian stallion, 
Pluck.  

Another member of this illustrious family also broke 
through the seven-figure ceiling when Duke Of Spin (Lot 
478), our Duke Of Marmalade colt out of Fidelity’s stakes 
winning Fort Wood half-sister Justthewayyouare, was 
knocked down to Duncan Howells Racing for R1,4 million.  
“He’s a high quality colt and walked like a dream,” 
remarked Duncan’s wife Cathy, who got the better of 
veteran trainer Ormonde Ferraris in a protracted duel for 
the half-brother to Gr.3 East Cape Derby hero Captain 
Splendid. 
Three further lots from our draft also breached the 
million Rand mark: Dynasty colt Hit For Six (Lot 121) (R1.8 
million), Captain Al filly Captain’s Choice (Lot 330) (R1.8 
million) and  Judpot’s son Bastide (Lot 132) (R1.2 million).  
Varsfontein headed the vendors list on aggregate and 
finished second behind Cheveley Stud on average. 
Both Gimmethegreenlight and Judpot returned a median 
of  R200,000, in  excess of that for the overall sale. Both 
stallions showed that for the right horse, buyers were 
prepared to venture into seven-figure territory - with a 
top price of R2.6 million for a  Gimmethegreenlight from 
Mauritzfontein and for a Judpot from Varsfontein of 
R1.2-million. 
We were deighted to see the stunning first yearlings by 
Master Of My Fate - he certainly stamps them. Indeed, 
we could not resist buying Boland Stud’s beautiful filly by 
Master, a half-sister to stakes winner The Merry Widow  
from the celebrated Dame Kiri family which has done so 
very well with Jet Master. 
It was particularly gratifying that the Masters found 
homes with a wide sprea d of well-respected buyers such 
as Dennis Drier, Sabine Plattner, Mauritzfontein, 
Michael Roberts  and Peter White. 

Thank you to all  our buyers who contributed to 
this wonderful achievement. We wish you every 
success with your purchases!  
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There’s no stopping 
Gimmethegreenlight 
 

 
Gimme Six scores at Greyville 

 
THE stakes winners just keep coming for 
Gimmethegreenlight. Barely a week after the 
success of juvenile daughter Green Plains in the 
Gr.3 Pretty Polly Stakes, the son of More Than 
Ready featured as the sire of three-year-old filly 
GIMME SIX, who opened her stakes account with 
a facile victory in Gr.3 Umzimkhulu Stakes at 
Greyville. 
Justin Snaith’s charge came from midfield and 
produced a strondg challenge in the straight to 
assert her authority over Judpot’s Varsfontein-
bred daughter Final Judgement. 
The pair renewed rivalry in the Gr.2 Daisy Fillies 
Guineas four weeks later and in a virtual repeat of 
the Umzimkhulu, Gimme Six again took the 
honours, scoring by a length and a half from 
Final Judgement, who was game in defeat. 
Gimme Six races for Hassen Adams, Ken and Jane 
Truter, co-breeders with Hemel ‘N Aarde Stud of 
the classic winner. She is out of imported District 
Six (Mujadil), from the family of Cheveley’s blue 
hen mare Mystic Spring (Royal Academy), the 
dam of our champion Bela-Bela. 
Significantly, Gimme Six completed a fine Gr.2 
double for her young sire, as 24 hours previously, 
Green Plains had stormed to victory in the SA 
Fillies Nursery at Turffontein, claiming the scalp 
of hitherto undefeated favourite Daring Diva, 
who could only manage third. 
Gimmethegreenlight’s success on the track has 
not gone unnoticed and at the Nationals, 
Shadwell South Africa outlayed R2.6-million on 
Mochalate Malbec, a cracking son of Mocha 
Special (Silvano), herself a R1.2 million National 
graduate. 

POLYPHONIC ON THE UP 
VARSFONTEIN homebred POLYPHONIC, 
winner of the Listed Jacaranda Stakes at 
Turffontein, stepped up another gear two weeks 

later to add the Gr.2 Gerald Rosenberg Stakes 
to her growing resumé. 
The four-year-old daughter of Judpot took the 
lead entering the final furlong and ran on 
tenaciously to score by about a half-length. 
 

 
Polyphonic on her way to Gr.2 glory 
 
This Gr.2 success sent the filly’s already 
considerable broodmare value soaring. A half-
sister to Gr.1 hero Master Plan (Jet Master) and 
Listed winner Great Rumpus (Black 
Minnaloushe), Polyphonic is out of the Royal 
Chalice mare Princess Polly, a half-sister to 
dual Gr.1 winner Young Rake. 
Judpot has certainly struck an affinity with this 
female family; when mated to Princess Polly’s 
half-sister Perfect Polly (Model Man), the result 
was champion first-crop daughter Along Came 
Polly! 

FILLY WITH A FUTURE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debut winner Silver Thursday  

 
OUR Syringa Stakes winner SECRET 
OBSESSION (Captain Al) is off the mark with her 
first foal, the juvenile Silvano filly Silver 
Thursday. She impressed with a 2.50-length 
debut victory at the Vaal, which came at the 
expense of her fancied stable companion Fish 
River, one of three winners in the race. 
Trainer Mike de Kock was suitably impressed 
and remarked: “She’s a filly with a bright future.”  
 

 


